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or a few years now we 
have been working on 
a project to make St 

John’s Church on Grove Lane fit 
for purpose. The church interior 
is harmed, the basic essentials 
of heating and lighting are 
inadequate and the building fails 
to meet modern environmental 
and accessibility expectations. 
These deficiencies seriously inhibit 
use of the building. Through our 
project we intend to breathe new 
life into this vast, beautiful, grade 
II listed church.  

Our vision is to equip it for a wide 
range of activities of local and 
social value alongside its function 
as a religious building and to use it 
as a base to celebrate and explore 
the rich history of this area of 
Kingston (which includes the 
Spring Grove Conservation Area 
and the roads south of Fairfield 
including Mill Street). It’s a 
fascinating story of rags and riches, of water wheels, coconuts, 
mills and Morris Men. And right at the heart of the story stands 
the Church, a huge physical presence in the neighbourhood and 
instrumental in shaping its identity down the years. 

The industrious Victorians built much of this parish. The 
developer of the estate, circa 1865, was Palmer Porter, a local man 
concerned by the lack of affordable housing in an area packed 
with mills, water works, law courts, laundries and breweries. 
A decade of intense housing development followed but many 
things were lacking for the new inhabitants. The Spring Grove’s 
first visionary vicar, Arnold Letchworth, set about creating a 
community. He can be credited for building St John’s Church, 

its Hall and its School. He petitioned the 
council for social improvements, opened 
a Mission Room and started a Provident 
Fund and team of District visitors to serve 
poor areas of his parish. It’s these roots of 
social capital which are alive and treasured 
in this vibrant community to this day and 
St John’s Church is still at the heart of much 
that goes on here.  

Talking of the Church, Letchworth said 
“It seems as if we were after all but laying 
a foundation now of a work far larger and 
more important than the building of this 
beautiful Church. Who shall forecast the 
days yet future, and estimate the blessing 
which shall, through God’s mercy, flow 
from our present undertaking, and enrich 
the neighbourhood.” 

Our project will enrich this neighbourhood. 
Alongside the capital work that will make 
the Church a community hub and the 
research project into local history there will 
be a programme of exciting heritage events 
and activities around that history to engage 

people of all ages and further strengthen community spirit.  

Funds have been raised but not enough to fully restore the 
building and, more importantly, equip the community with the 
type of facilities it needs to realise a project like this – one that 
desperately needs the church building but equally has its sights 
set far beyond its walls. So we are looking for support from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund through a heritage grant application. 
We are also speaking to other potential funders and our 
community continues to fundraise energetically. If you’d like 
further information about this exciting project please contact 
Rev’d Vicky Maunder at vicar@stjohnskingston.co.uk or 020 
8546 9882.  

F

Coconuts, Mills and
Morris Men
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Recently I visited the home of Oliver Cromwell in Ely where 
he was the MP. As part of the tour there was discussion about 
whether Cromwell had banned Christmas. No, he hadn’t, was 
the conclusion, Parliament had in 1645 – but it was perhaps 
true that he would have approved, and, indeed, may well have 
been one of the main supporters of the bill. It was explained 
why. In the puritanical atmosphere of the republic, Christmas 
was thought to be too close a reminder of the Catholic ways of 
Charles I, one of the drivers behind the Civil War. Christtide was 
suggested, and preferred, but even the Puritans wouldn’t suggest 
that a celebration of Christ’s birth was a bad idea – it was a good 
and holy thing to remember – so there was more to the ban than 
simply a desire to avoid any overt indication of Catholicism. Put 
simply, Christmas had become too debauched. People, it was 
felt, were using it as an excuse for wild excess, to let their hair 
down and behave in ways from which, otherwise, they restrained 
themselves. Rather than it being a holy time – a time to consider, 
reflect on and rejoice in something life giving and life changing 
– it had become a time to suspend all normal moral codes of 
behaviour and go wild. So actually it wasn’t Christmas that was 
banned but its celebration, with its overindulgent, unrestrained, 
rampant excesses. Eeeek! It doesn’t quite say “John Lewis ad” 
does it? Long live Charles II, I hear us cry, as it’s hard to imagine 
Oliver being especially relaxed about most households in modern 
Britain this Christmas.

It’s good to feast, of course. Religion is big on feasts and has, for 
a long time, been their main sponsors but some wisdom comes 
with it. Here are three thoughts.  First, let the feast be the pinnacle 
of a famine. Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, is 
traditionally a rather austere time, a time of preparation in which 
to find space for thinking about what matters and what’s hoped 
for. Secondly, don’t let your feasting be the feasting of someone 
else, in other words, don’t party so hard that you forget who you 
are. Let there be a firm thread between the person who raises a 
glass on Christmas Day and the one who wrapped the presents 
on Christmas Eve and makes the Turkey curry on Boxing Day. 
A great feast is one in which you find yourself, not one in which 
your true self gets lost. And thirdly, it is a well-established fact 
that the food tastes better, the gifts more precious, the laughter 
louder and more abundant if generosity to those in need 
surrounds them. So, why not make a donation, reach out to a 
lonely acquaintance, be kind to those tiresome relatives. Good 
fortune shared is good fortune doubled. And, whether we see you 
at the mass of Christmas or not, have a great one.

From the vicarage

by    Revd Jonathan Wilkes

All Saints
by    Revd Vicky Maunder

St John’s
By the time you read this, the results of the American presidential 
election will be known. I hope and pray that the country will 
have its first woman president.  

Like so many other women I am disgusted by the 2005 video 
of Donald Trump bragging about sexually assaulting women, 
that has come to light during the election campaign. His 
language and attitude to women in it is deeply offensive and it 
is horrifying to think that he is a candidate for such high office. 
Michelle Obama, in her powerful speech in New Hampshire on 
13th October, put into words the feelings of so many women: 
“I listen to all of this and I feel it so personally ... The shameful 
comments about our bodies. The disrespect of our ambitions 
and intellect. The belief that you can do anything you want to 
a woman. It is cruel. It’s frightening. And the truth is, it hurts.”

In 2016 we might hope we’d moved past such disrespectful 
attitudes to women. But this presidential candidate, and the 
depressing statistics about the number of women who experience 
violence and sexual abuse, show we have not.    

According to the World Health Organisation website “recent 
global prevalence figures indicate that about 1 in 3 (35%) of 
women worldwide have experienced either physical and/or 
sexual intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence 
in their lifetime”. Look around you and do the maths.  It is more 
common than we like to think. I know several women who 
have been sexually abused.  Most suffer in silence. Why don’t 
they feel able to speak out? There are many reasons. They fear 
they won’t be believed. It will be his word against theirs. They 
think it is their fault. They feel shame and humiliation. They are 
scared. They expect people will ask why they didn’t say no and 
will find it hard to understand that they did and it happened 
anyway. They know the chances of a successful legal conviction 
are low and not only will they have to deal with what they have 
been through but they will be under scrutiny themselves. In the 
recent retrial of footballer Ched Evans an appeal court judgment 
set a worrying precedent by allowing the jury to hear the sexual 
history of the young woman he was accused of raping. She was 
questioned in detail in open court about her sex life. Why does 
a woman’s sexual history bear any relevance to whether she has 
been raped or not?

Abuse of women is mostly a hidden issue and it needs to be 
brought into the open. The one positive thing to come from the 
presidential election campaign is that it is being more widely 
discussed. I hope and pray that America heeds Michelle Obama’s 
words and votes overwhelmingly to show that Trump and his 
language and attitudes will not be tolerated.  
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he First Monday Club at St John’s started in 
response to an initiative by the Church of England 
to provide more outreach to older members of 
the church and community. We decided that a 
monthly social group would be the answer, with a 

different activity each meeting followed by afternoon tea. We 
have a planned mixed programme of talks, quizzes, practical 
sessions, games and outings. These have included talks about 
the Island of Iona, speaking with your hands, bee keeping, 
learning how to paint with water colours, making our own 
cards and decorations for Christmas; a visit to Strawberry Hill 
House, strolls in Pembroke Lodge, Bushy Park and Nonsuch 
park, all followed by tea and cake! We are a small group and 
welcome anyone who is free on a Monday afternoon for fun, 
tea, cakes and conversation.                    

T
First Monday Club

Making Christmas wreaths 

by    Martin Corner

The Turning – Words on the Way 
iscussions about the possibility of religious faith usually begin with the question about God. But that is to start 
at the top end, at the most abstract level. It takes you straight into the most abstruse arguments, and also, in 
some ways, the least relevant. Supposing you could (in less than three hundred pages) arrive at a conclusive 
philosophical demonstration of the existence of God, how much would that change your life? How would you 
draw that down to make any difference?

It might be better to start at the other end, in the detail of 
living, in what might be called the spiritual acts that shape 
people’s lives whether they think about God or not. These are 
the often unconscious acts that relate us to ourselves and to 
our being in the world: our acts of acceptance, hope, trust, or 
(negatively) of rejection or despair. Acts, because they are at 
least partly in our control; spiritual, because they are directed 
to what has most meaning for us. They make up the texture 
of living; and it is on that level that the possibility of religious 
faith arises.
One act that has been central to Judaism and Christianity 
is “turning”. Each religion has a word for it. In Judaism it 
is teshuvah, in the New Testament metanoia. Each signifies 
a radical reorientation, away from the egocentricity of the 
individual or the tribe and the projects and preoccupations of 
immediate living. The Hebrew prophets saw it as their task, 
again and again, to call Israel to this turning. Jesus, in his 
preaching of the Kingdom of Heaven, called for this turn, 
this refocusing. 
We generally translate metanoia as “repentance”, but this 
obscures Jesus’s real point. Its real meaning is a redirection of 
the mind, a turning to what really counts.  Nor is this just a 
Jewish or Christian matter. The Sufis in Islam, and Buddhism 
generally, also point to the need for an absolute reorientation.
But to what? The prophets said “God” and Jesus said “the 
Kingdom”. But it can be many things. When we turn from 
our preoccupations really to take notice of another person, 
the turning is there, the teshuvah, the metanoia. But it 
can be to a place, an object, an idea, a work of art. What 
distinguishes all such acts is a kind of trust, an investment of 
ourselves which moves us beyond ourselves. It is in those tiny, 
often unobserved, acts of faith that the possibility of religion 
really begins.  

D
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Brexit Response

efore I retired, I managed businesses in eight 
European countries, chaired a European 
manufacturers’ group with over 20 member 
companies from 14 countries and represented this 

body in talks with EU officials in Brussels. I have lived and 
worked intermittently in Belgium, France and Germany 
for nearly 30 years and am familiar with many people and 
businesses. I enjoy the diversity of the people and places I 
know. My concerns are not with the people or cultures but I 
feel strongly that the EU is a failing institution which badly 
lets down its members. It is undemocratic, bureaucratic and 
autocratic having neither the power or the will to change and 
reform. It is inward-looking and obsessed with its internal 
difficulties such that it fails to respond to the needs of its 
citizens or to the economic challenges and opportunities of 
the present day. It is not what I signed up for in 1974 and it 
is heading further in the wrong direction for me.

The founding drive of the early members was to avoid wars 
and to collaborate in creating a more peaceful and prosperous 
future. Sadly, however, this lacked serious consideration of 
practical and economic issues. The wide diversity of cultural 
and economic backgrounds makes finding positive consensus 
nearly impossible. A few dominant countries set the agenda. 
The non-elected commission have too much power and are 
able to act with high-handed disregard for democracy or 
public opinion. Growing dissent is ignored and governments 
are afraid to unleash the forces of democracy because they 
cannot trust their electorate to challenge the status quo. Rules 
become inflexible and more and more intrusive. William 
Hague once described the EU as a building on fire with the 
doors locked. It was well intentioned but ill-conceived and 
very badly managed. It is a sinking ship and to tie ourselves 
to it even more would be to opt for second or third world 
status. The devil we know is worse than the opportunities we 
should be prepared to risk to gain.

My views are long-standing and born solely of experience. 
They were not in any way influenced by the election 
campaign which was badly led on both on both sides and 

did not do justice to the real issues. It is very unfortunate that 
so little preparation for a “Leave” vote was done by either 
party but it was always probable that a vote to leave would 
bring uncertainty and difficulties in its wake. This should 
come as no surprise but we are in it for the long term and, 
rather than bemoaning what we have lost we should seize the 
opportunities that will arise with the 80% or so countries of 
who are not part of the little E.U. world. We owe it to our 
children.

Beryl Walker writes:
It is a great pity that it has taken the referendum vote to bring 
to the attention of our MPs and others who are charged with 
the country’s welfare, the rising levels of intolerance existing 
in this country. Their job it is to be in touch with people 
and yet how many times have we heard from the ordinary 
working man that, for those outside London, nobody cares. 
There appears to be a worrying level of simmering anger 
and resentment present in our society. I have been taken 
aback by the levels of anger directed at the people who voted 
“out”. Divisive labels such as “Northern” or “Old” have 
been attached to people who voted out. I am a declared 
brexiteer, choosing to vote out after much consideration and 
heart searching. I felt let down by all involved in the for and 
against campaigns. I looked for guidance from people who I 
thought would give considered, balanced advice. Sadly that 
was not forthcoming and again the tone of both campaigns 
highlighted the gap between the ruling parties and the 
people. It should come as no surprise that record numbers of 
people voted to change the status quo.
There is a great need now to honour democracy and to put 
our collective energy and effort into making sure our country 
thrives and contributes globally. In spite of differences I 
firmly believe we are a tolerant and generous society on 
the whole. We have to work harder than ever with those 
differences and above all start listening to each other.

In our last issue (August/September/October 2016) we 
published the response of a “remain” supporter, Sir Ed 
Davey, to the result of the EU referendum. We asked for 
the thoughts of Saints Alive readers who voted “leave”: 
below are two responses.
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B
rexit seem

s suddenly less im
portant after th

e recen
t 

Nice atrocity and the bloody coup attempt in Turkey. 

Yet for me, the sharp and ugly divisions in our country 

exposed by Brexit find echoes in those more extreme events. 

“Remainers” have to work with “Leavers” to find measured, 

calm ways forward, even if we remain committed to the UK 

being part of the EU in the future, as I do. 

For me, Brexit is a historic political mistake. Indeed, my main 

fears about what Brexit will bring are primarily political and 

not economic – and it’s in this political fall-out from Brexit 

that I hear the echoes of Nice and Istanbul. 

I’m not just talking about the rise i
n hate crim

e and racism 

we’ve seen. Or the palpable mood of intolerance towards the 

“foreigner” – and even each other. Let’s pray that quickly 

subsides. I’m
 more worried about the dangerous political 

forces th
at could now be unleashed. 

Will, for example, Britain see Scotland vote again on 

separation? What will happen to the peace process in
 

Northern Ireland? And what about the political and security 

implications across Europe? How will the UK continue to 

be involved in measures like EuroPol and European Arrest 

Warrants that have done so much to stop terrorist acts and 

bring heinous crim
inals to justice? W

ill Brexit embolden 

some of the extremist forces already prowling round many 

Parliaments in Europe?

Politicians from the “Remain” side like myself must do all 

we can – working with Brexiteers –
 to avoid such existing 

tensions and forces growing in the aftermath of the vote. 

And we need to do more. There can be no doubt that 

many “Leave” voters had huge concerns over two issues: 

immigration and sovereignty. These need to be addressed 

practically and intellectu
ally, if w

e are to heal wounds in our 

own country and work out an acceptable way of the UK 

playing its role in European and global politics in
 the future. 

Immigration is the toughest. For I believe there’s a strong 

moral case for the UK Government to end the uncertainty 

about the future status of EU citizen
s living here – and of the 

millions of UK citizen
s living and working across the EU. 

And Ministers m
aking that decision must reco

gnise that our 

economy and the NHS cannot survive a mass exodus of EU 

immigrants, even if that doesn’t play well in some areas of the 

media. Yet the fears some have about unlimited immigration 

must also be addressed – though in my view much of the 

answer involves building more homes and investing more in 

school places and our NHS. 

The issue of “sovereignty” is the one that most bemused me 

during the refer
endum. Many people who I resp

ect rea
lly did 

believe that the EU was undermining our sovereignty – when 

many of us believe the EU actually strengthens the UK’s 

sovereignty. I w
ish there had been a genuine debate about 

that, and I hope it’s n
ot too late. For faced with the many 

international problems and challenges as we are, I’m
 not sure 

even Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson can acquire the power 

that King Canute wisely knew he didn’t possess. 

Sir Ed Davey, Former Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 

and MP for Kingston and Surbiton from 1997 to 2015, shares with us  

his reactions immediately following the result of EU referendum

F
ollowing last year’s “sta

nding together” event in 

Kingston town centre on Friday 20th November  

it was felt important that another should be held 

to show support for those who were affected by atrocities 

around the world and, post Brexit, for those from other 

countries who have come to live in the UK and are 

experiencing anxious and uncertain times following the 

vote to leave the EU. A short ceremony took place on 

Monday 18th July at 11am outside the Bentall Centre  

and was well attended.

Standing  

together again

We plan to cover the “Leavers” views in our next issue  

– do get in touch with Saints Alive to let us know your thoughts

by    Philip Walker

Why I voted to leave
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View from The Thames: All Saints 
and the Kingston Reach by    Sheila Stiling Ward

This is the first 
part of an article 
looking at the age-
old relationship 
between the River 
Thames and the 
Church of All 
Saints, Kingston.

Kingston Parish 
Church and the River Thames are no strangers to change. Ptolemy 
Dean’s recent redesign of the church interior is but one of many 
historic alterations. In geological time the Thames has frequently 
altered its course. Once, 500,000 years ago, it was not here at all 
and flowed to the North Sea basin near Ipswich on the Suffolk 
coast. The very landscape of our riverside changed when the ice age 
diverted the Thames to the valleys of the Wey and the Mole.

Rudyard Kipling put it like this in his poem  The River’s Tale, 
published in 1911:
I walk my beat before London Town,
Five hours up and seven down.
Up I go till I end my run
At Tide-end-town, which is Teddington.
…
But I’d have you know that these waters of mine
Were once a branch of the River Rhine,
When hundreds of miles to the East I went
And England was joined to the Continent.

The church of All Saints or All Hallows as it was once called sits 
on a dry gravel site adjacent to the river near the original ford. The 
surrounding marshy area was subject to frequent flooding, the 
Thames was wider than it is now, much shallower and fordable at 
low water. 

Early records of a manor here do not mention the Church. However, 
Duncan Hawkins, in “From Norman estate to Angevin Town – 
Kingston upon Thames urban origins” (London Archaeologist, 
Spring 2003) suggests as especially likely an important minster 
church and royal estate centre recorded in the Domesday Survey of 
1066, as the Saxon kings had been crowned here from 925 to 979 
AD, but Kingston was not yet a town.

In 1010-1011 the Vikings rowing up the Thames created 
unwelcome change by burning down the church. Nevertheless 
political status was affirmed when acquired by the wealthy Merton 
Priory. Subsequent 12th century rebuilding, together with the first 
construction of a bridge over the Thames and Clattern Bridge over 
the Hogsmill, may illustrate Merton’s response to an investment 
opportunity (Hawkins, 2003). It is noted that in 1086 the value of 
the whole vast agricultural estate was but £30 whereas this small dry 
island with the church sent £40   (2016 equivalent: £1,475,000) 
to the exchequer in 1200. The urbanisation of Kingston was 
underway.

A cobbled patch in front of John Lewis marks the site of this earliest 
bridge and the whole river front was developed, with boatyards 
and wharves. It is likely that with the various rebuilding projects 
of Kingston Parish Church, the necessary materials came by river. 

Horsham slabs (flat grey sandstone) were used for the roofing of 
St Mary’s, a chapel on the All Saints site, which collapsed in 1729, 
whilst the white, chalk-like, Reigate Stone from the North Downs 
and flints from the South Downs or Norfolk have long been in 
demand. In 1259 Reigate Stone cost 6 shillings per cwt to build 
the Palace of Westminster; it was used in 1395 for Westminster 
Abbey, in 1400 for Eton College and in 1864 for Kingston Baptist 
Church.

The bridge at Kingston, though rather weak, remained strategically 
important as the first crossing point above London until Putney 
Bridge was built in the 18th century. It’s importance stimulated 
further the development of Kingston. Edward Lapidge designed 
an improved bridge, begun in 1825, a five-arched stone bridge in 
a Classical style, which was opened in 1828. However, until 1870, 
users had to pay a toll and tolls were very unpopular. The first 
wooden bridge at Hampton Court opened in 1753 but its toll was 
more expensive than the competing ferry at the Swan Inn, Thames 
Ditton. Those who could, chose the ferry.

To be continued …

Jennifer Davis Soprano

Nicholas Mulroy Tenor

Gareth Brynmor John Baritone

with Thames Sinfonia

Andrew Griffiths Conductor

Saturday 26 November 2016, 7.30pm

All Saints Church, Market Place, Kingston upon Thames KT1 1JP    Open Rehearsal 2.30pm

Vaughan Williams  Toward the Unknown Region
Dyson  Sweet Thames, Run Softly
Chilcott  Requiem

AVAILABLE FROM 
Box Office  020 8977 7936 

 Online www.kingstonchoralsociety.org.uk  

(booking fee applies) or at the door

TICKETS  
Adults  £15 

Concessions  £13 

Under 18s  £5 

Sweet Thames,
Run Softly
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Maths & English 
tuition for ages 6 - 16
by FULLY QUALIFIED teachers  
at our Surbiton centre KT6 4QZ

learnittuition.com

Call 0203 004 9444 
for a FREE assessment

The Forgotten Christmas Elf
tory Storks will be delivering their first theatre show for children aged 2 to 7 
years here at All Saints this Christmas.  Meet Cracker Chimes, The Forgotten 
Christmas Elf who agrees to help a toy left in the Children’s Library on 

Christmas Eve get home to his owner using the magic in the library which brings 
the books to life.  The pair set off on an adventure through some familiar Fairy 
Tales before finding that Cracker can get the toy home after all, with a little help 
from the kids.  Inspired by a true story that happened right here in Kingston this 
original story features lot’s of fairytale favourites.  Tickets will be on sale via the 
Rose Theatre Website and performances are due to take place in the church every 
Monday in December, costing £9.50 per ticket (school discount available).  For 
more details check out the Story Storks website www.storystorks.co.uk

Twickenham Choral Society 
With the Brandenburg Sinfonia
All Saints Church, Kingston upon 
Thames
Rachmaninov The Bells
Stravinsky Symphony of 
Psalms
Tchaikovsky Serenade for 
Strings
Conductor Christopher Herrick
Saturday 17 December 7.30pm
Tickets £20 and £16 (+ 
concessions)
www.twickenhamchoral.org.uk

Saturday 10 December 2016 
at 7.30pm

Open Rehearsal at 2.30pm

Thames Festival Orchestra
Sweelinck Hodie Christus natus est

Vaughan Williams Serenade to 
Music (Shakespeare)

Gabrieli Hodie Christus natus est
Bryan Kelly Abingdon Carols

Handel Messiah Christmas Music

Get into the
christmas spirit
Conductor:  John Bate

Tickets (including programme): £20, £16.00,  £5 (restricted view);
Concessions: £18,  £14.50; 10% reduction on 8 or more full-price tickets;

available from the Choir Box Office 07522 524081
www.thamesphilchoir.org or at the door

S
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Sat 17th St John’s: 7.30pm Linden Wind Orchestra Concert 
Sun 18th All Saints: 4.30pm Community Carol Service 
Sun 18th St John’s: 6pm Candlelight Carol Service
Mon 19th All Saints: 10.30am & 1.30pm Storystorks Christmas 
Show
Mon 19th St John’s: 10am Bedelsford Christmas Service; 2.30pm 
St John’s School Christmas Service
Tue 20th All Saints: 2pm Southborough High School Annual 
Carol Concert
Wed 21st All Saints: 7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting
Thu 22nd All Saints: 7pm Eclipse Choir Christmas Concert
Sat 24th All Saints: 5.30pm Carols Around the Crib; 11pm 
Midnight Mass
Sat 24th St John’s: 4pm Children’s Crib Service; 11.30pm 
Midnight Mass
Sun 25th All Saints: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Christmas 
Choral Eucharist
Sun 25th St John’s: 10am Christmas Day Communion

January Events
Sat 7th All Saints: Thames Youth Orchestra
Sun 8th St John’s: 10am Epiphany Family Service
Sun 8th All Saints: 6pm Epiphany Carol Service
Sat 28th All Saints: Burns’ Night

Mid-October to Christmas All Saints: Cards for Good Causes
19th November-24th December All Saints Grounds: Christmas 
Market

All-Year-Round Events
All Saints: The church and cafe are open daily and visitors are 
welcome.  
On weekdays and Saturdays from 11am to 12.15pm trained listeners 
are available to offer pastoral support to people who wish to speak 
with someone in confidence. Little Saints toddler group is on 
Tuesdays & Fridays.
St. John’s: The church is open for Little Groovers toddler group on Tuesdays. 

All Saints Sunday Services
8am Holy Communion

9.30 Sung Eucharist (with Children’s Church). 6pm Sung Evensong

Weekday Communion Services
Tuesday and Wednesday 12 noon Common Worship; Thursday 
10.30am Book of Common Prayer; Friday 12 noon Silent Prayer

St John’s Sunday Services
1st Sunday of the month: 10am Family Communion
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the month: 10am Parish 

Communion with children’s church
3rd Sunday of the month: 9am Holy Communion

10am Sacred Space with children’s church

November Events
Wed 2nd All Saints: 10am-11am Do Re Mi Babies
Sat 5th All Saints: 7.30pm Kingston Philharmonia Rhapsodic 
Romanticism
Sun 6th All Saints: 9.30am Baptism of Isabelle Jasmine Rigby & 
Gemma Leanne Rigby
Sun 6th St John’s: 11.30am-1.30pm Christ the King Children’s 
Party; 6pm All Soul’s Service remembering those who have died
Mon 7th All Saints: 1.15pm Lunchtime Concert: Anna 
McLachlan (mezzo-soprano)
Mon 7th St John’s: First Monday Club 2-4pm
Sat 12th All Saints: 7.30pm Banquet Records 
Sun 13th All Saints: 11am Service of Remembrance 
Sun 13th St John’s: 10am Parish Communion with Act of 
Remembrance at 11am
Mon 14th All Saints: 1.15pm Lunchtime Concert: Jessica Gale 
(piano)
Wed 16th All Saints: 7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting
Thu 17th All Saints: 1-1.45pm Topical Lunch: Leading a Kingston 
School today – The challenges; the pleasures; 5pm Christmas 
Lights switch-on Service 7.15pm Kingston Churches Action on 
Homelessness: Fundraiser Music Extravaganza
Sat 19th All Saints: 5pm Church grounds: Christmas Market 
grand opening; 7.30pm Kingston Chamber Orchestra
Wed 23rd All Saints: 10-11am Do Re Mi Babies Classical Concert; 
7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting
Thu 24th All Saints: 7.30pm Rotary Christmas Charity Concert in 
aid of the Development Trust
Sat 26th All Saints: 7.30pm Kingston Choral Society Sweet 
Thames, run softly
Wed 30th All Saints: 7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting

December Events
Sat 3rd All Saints: 7.30pm Teddington Choral Society Christmas 
Concert
Sat 3rd St John’s: 12noon until 4pm St John’s Christmas Bazaar
Sun 4th All Saints: 3pm Kingston 3rd Age Orchestra
Sun 4th St John’s: 12noon Baptism of Harry King
Mon 5th All Saints: 10.30am & 1.30pm Storystorks Christmas Show
Mon 5th St John’s: 2-4pm First Monday Club 
Wed 7th All Saints: 10-11am Do Re Mi Babies Classical Concert; 
7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting
Wed 7th St John’s: 5.30pm Kingston University Carol Service 
Fri 9th All Saints: 2pm Hampton Court School Christmas Service
Sat 10th All Saints: 7.30pm Thames Philharmonic Choir 
Christmas Concert
Sun 11th St John’s: 10am Parish Communion with Christingles 
for the Children’s Society; 2pm and 3.30pm Christmas Puppet 
show 
Mon 12th All Saints: 10.30am & 1.30pm Storystorks Christmas 
Show; 7.30pm Loki Music A Brief History of Christmas
Tue 13th All Saints: 7.30pm Kingston Grammar School Concert
Wed 14th All Saints: 7.30pm About the Christian Faith meeting
Thu 15th All Saints: 2.30pm Tiffin School Annual Carol Service
Fri 16th All Saints: 2pm Fern Hill School Annual Carol Service
Sat 17th All Saints: 12noon Christmas Tree Festival; 7.30pm 
Rachmaninov The Bells; Stravinsky Symphony of Psalms; 
Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings
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All Saints
Market Place, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 1JP  
www.allsaintskingston.co.uk  www.WhereEnglandBegan.co.uk
Team Rector of the Kingston Team: 
Revd Jonathan Wilkes  020 3132 8717 
jonathan@allsaintskingston.co.uk      
Non-Stipendiary Priest:  
Revd Sandy Cragg 020 8546 1997
sandy@toadstool.co.uk Days off Fri/Sat
Revd David Bell  
revdhbell@gmail.com  
Readers: 
Peter Hann 020 8940 1710 
Martin Corner 020 8546 8412
Church Wardens: 
John Dewhurst - jdewhurst34@gmail.com 020 8977 2133 
Liz Deller - lizdeller@blueyonder.co.uk                      020 8390 5332
PCC Secretary:   
Isabel Isaacson - isabel_isaacson@yahoo.co.uk  020 8974 8275
Acting Treasurer: Alastair Deller  adeller@blueyonder.co.uk  
PA to the Rector: 
Katarina Hardy - info@allsaintskingston.co.uk 020 8546 5964 
Office open Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm
Heritage and Learning Officer:  
Kate Kern - heritage@allsaintskingston.co.uk  020 8541 5371
Appeal website: Keith Long - klong@whereenglandbegan.co.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Caroline Ayles - carolineayles@hotmail.com 020 8399 6122 
 07956 509316
Organist and Director of Music: Stephen Westrop - contact via PA to the Rector   

St John’s
Grove Lane, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 2SU  
www.stjohnskingston.co.uk

Team Vicar: Revd Vicky Maunder 020 8546 9882 
vicar@stjohnskingston.co.uk                                           Days off: Mon, Fri, Sat

Church Administrator:  
Frances Hazelgrove - admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk 07952 085 661

Readers: 
Isobel Robinson 020 8546 5931 
Mick Cooper 020 8286 2929

Church Wardens: 
Mimi Fagan - mimifagan@gmail.com
Tim Partington - tim.kt@me.com

PCC Secretary: 
Annette Hanford - annette.hanford@yahoo.com

Treasurer: 
Tony Hardy - tony@hardy53.fsnet.co.uk 020 8549 7572

Church website: 
Anna Gorrell    annagorrell@outlook.com

Safeguarding Officer (Children): 
Anna Gorrell    annagorrell@outlook.com             

Safeguarding Officer (Vulnerable Adults): 
Chris Fowles - cfowles@blueyonder.co.uk   07946 389126
All Saints & St John’s are part of an Anglican Team with St John’s Kingston Vale 
and members of the Local Ecumenical Project in Kingston Town Centre with 

their partners Kingston United Reformed Church, Eden Street,  
& Kingston Baptist Church, Union Street.

PARISH PEOPLE

Saints Alive has a circulation of 3000 and is delivered to homes, businesses and St John’s School in central Kingston. Thanks to all involved in its 
production, especially production facilitator PDC Design & Print (Kingston). If you’d like to get in touch, please contact the editor,  

Isabel Isaacson, on 020 8974 8275 or isabel_isaacson@yahoo.co.uk or Revd Jonathan Wilkes on 020 3132 8717 or jonathan@allsaintskingston.co.uk
DEADLINE FOR FEB/MAR/APR 2017 IS 5TH JAN

All Saints Kingston

Christmas Light 
Switch On

Thursday 17 November | 6pm

Come and enjoy lots of 

family fun as we switch on 

the Christmas lights.

Christmas Market 
Grand Opening

Saturday 19 November | 5pm

Join us for an evening of festive 

entertainment as we officially open 

the Kingston Christmas market.

Kingston
is Christmas

visitkingston.co.uk @visitkingstonuk


